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 An exploration of Daoist Charm in Su Shi’s Ode of Red 

Cliff 

Chin-Fu Yang  

Abstract 

 
There were many scholars having made discussion about Su Shi s Ode of Red 

Cliff.  And this work has also been selected as a teaching material of Chinese 
Language subject of senior high school students.  The main reasons behind them are 
that the piece of work is a literary work, and is also a historical record.  Nevertheless, 
in the aspect of literature, it is read from the viewpoint of appreciation; and in the 
aspect of historical record, it is an exploration of the old facts.  Overall speaking, the 
frame of mind of Su Shi still cannot be seen from the work. 
 

Speaking of the term “frame of mind,” Su Shi’s work of Ode of Red Cliff is a 
reflection of the soul of a person in poor situation, who let his mood extend far and 
outward.  What is expressed are the reflection of hearts of the people in the world 
and the dilution of personal depression.  Speaking of the reflection of hearts of the 
people in the world, it is a free galloping of soul.  No need to pay efforts for fame, 
and no need to pay efforts for wealth, a person liberates his mind and lets himself be 
carefree as much as possible.  This is just as what Zhuang Zhou called, “sitting in 
forgetfulness” in the harmony of human and nature.  And speaking of the dilution of 
personal depression, it is an extreme expansion of thinking.  It refers that when 
general people encounter a mishap, they must feel difficult to free themselves from 
grief.  But the people with highly expanded thinking can turn the grief in their hearts 
to be sublime of love, and change the original anxious and worrying mind to be 
refreshed and clear situation.  For the sublime of affection and the situation of clarity, 
if a person is not broadminded or does not have great intelligence, the person cannot 
achieve them at all.  And the person, Su Shi, could overcome his sorrow.  From 
here, we can imagine his broadmindedness and thorough thinking. 
 

Besides, between the Heaven and the Earth, some things are changeable, and 
some things are unchanged.  No matter things are changeable or unchanged, taking 
the moon for example, the moon is after all still the moon.  The full moon or the 
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crescent moon is merely the turning wheel of the moon.  It is known that the main 
body of the moon is normal, and its being full or crescent is a phenomenon.  The 
constantly changing phenomena of its main body will finally unite to become one.  
Therefore, it is not necessary to care about the main body or the phenomenon.  If a 
person does not care about details of things, all the things existed are just a 
phenomenon, and phenomenon can never leave all the things existed.  In this way, 
flowers bloom, water flows, and everything goes back to the nature.  Then, what 
argument will there be?  Just because Su Shi did not have any argument with 
anybody, he had “realization.”  Just because of his “realization,” he had things to 
express.  Just because he had things to express, no matter how difficult the situation 
was, it did not bother his heart at all.  Therefore, the words “do not know” in the line, 
“Do not know that the East was already white” are the summary of the sublimed and 
penetrated realization of his frame of mind.  Hence, reading the work in this way, we 
can fully understand the reasons of his writing the work, Ode of Red Cliff. 
 
Keywords:  Su Shi, Ode of Red Cliff, Daoism, human reflection 
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