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A Survey of Weekend Program Students’ Learning
Motivation and Satisfaction of Applied Foreign Languages
Department at Meiho Institute of Technology
Chinyin Chen*

Abstract

The purposes of this study were to determine which factors influenced students’
learning motivation and satisfaction and to explore the reasons why some AFL
students dropped out or transferred to another school during the first school year. The
participants in this study were weekend program students of Applied Foreign
Languages Department (AFL) at Meiho Institute of Technology. The survey was
conducted in May, 2005 and 122 questionnaires were collected. Data was analyzed
through statistic analysis on a 5-point Likert Scale.

The findings were as follows: first, the higher learning motivation the students
have, the higher learning satisfaction they obtained. Second, the range of the
average score per student for learning motivation was 4.79 — 1.71, which meant there
was a significant difference in learning motivation among individual students. It
may explain why some students with low learning motivation quitted learning during
their study. Third, the item (administrative services) with the lowest average score
about learning satisfaction implied a lack of multi-function courses for learners to
select. That may cause them to suspend their learning. Last, the researcher
discovered that around 50% of students had changed their work at least three times.
That indicated some students had to quit learning because their work schedule cannot
match with the school schedule.

According to the findings above, some suggestions are proposed: first, provide
multi-function courses for students to match their specific and individual learning
needs. Second, integrate adults” work and living experiences with classroom lessons,
and make learning and teaching be interesting and practical. Third, enhance the
administrative services and offer students a comfortable and convenient learning
environment.

Keywords: learning motivation, learning satisfaction, teaching, students
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