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An Exposition of Ideal and Situation:

form Confucius to Zhu-x
Mei-Fei Ko*

Abstract

Philosophy firstly needs to face all kinds of problems of the hardship in real life.
After the traditional Confucian scholars studied the evolution of a society, they
surely claimed that the survival of a human is the survival of an entity. Society is
the only way that a human can exist in. And there is a certain relation between a
human’s ultimate destiny and a society’s reasonable structure. So, the Confucian
scholars discovered Juzi ( {~ )and Yi () from a patriarchal and feudal clan system.
Juzi and Yi became the foremost moral principles followed by Sung Dynasty’s
Confucian scholars. However, with the changes in real life, the two principles should
be revised to meet the needs of new situations. In order to further understand how
“Jing” (&%) was applied in real life, the author studied Zhu-xi’s debates on the
explanatory notes of The Four Books and examined the resources and objectives of
Zhu-xi’s interpretation. Then the author found that the moral theories of the Sung
Neo-Confucian scholars can be applied in real life and the original interpretation by
Zhu-xi can be restored.
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