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The Relationship of Baccalaureate Nursing Students’

Learning Styles and Academic Scores
Shu-Min Sun*, Mei-Yao Ho**

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship of students’ learning
styles and academic scores for two-year senior and four-year nursing programs.
Data were collected by convenience sampling and evaluated with Kolb’s Learning
Style Instrument. 435 college nursing students from two technology institutes were
taken as subjects in Pingtung. Among them, 91 (20.9%) are four-year college students,
138 (31.8%) are full time two-year senior students, and 206 (47.3%) are two-year part
time senior students. Chi square, one-way ANOVA, and LSD tests were used for data
analysis. The results showed: (1) Demographic backgrounds of students from these
three different programs had different significant relationship of age, father’s
education and mother’s education. (2) Students’ learning styles from these three kinds
of programs had the largest proportion of diverger learning styles (43.2%), followed
by the accommodator learning style (33.8%). (3) Students’ demographic backgrounds
had no significant relationship to learning styles. Only age was significantly
correlated with learning styles. One-way ANOVA revealed age and learning styles
with significant relationships (F=3.319*, p=.025). And, the LSD test showed
accommodator students’ average age were older than assimilator and diverger students.
(4) Students from these three nursing programs showed significant differences of
learning styles X* =20.63, p = .002). (5) Students’ academic scores showed no
significant relationship to learning styles (F=2.486, p=.061). Recommendation for
further research includes the testing of the relationship between professional nursing

course academic scores (rather than whole semester final grades) and learning styles.

Keywords: nursing education, learning style, academic scores.

* Instructor, Department of Nursing, Meiho Institute of Technology
** Associate Professor, Department of Nursing, Meiho Institute of Technology
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