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Exploration of the Essential Meaning of Benevolence in
Wang Chuan-Shan’s Explanation on The Four Books
Chin-Fu Yang*

Abstract

Wang Chuan-Shan’s Explanation on The Four Books consisted of many
chapters,and was written with a lot of words. Although the work was named as an
“Explanation,” the contents inside still mainly came from Zhu Xi’s concepts and
ideas.

Apart from borrowing the ideas of the two Cheng’s, namely Cheng Hao and
Cheng Yi, Zhu Xi actually had his concepts following the ideas of Confucius and
Mencius. Confucius and Mencius did not make clear the main objectives of their ideas,
but simply advocated the reason of benevolence. Therefore, Zhu Xi directly explored
the real meanings of Confucian thinking, which was originated from doing one’s best
and benevolence of human beings. Speaking of doing one’s best, its basic meaning is
that the virtue of one’s heart should be established in oneself. Regarding the
establishment of the virtue of one’s heart, one should firstly make himself/herself
calm, and then could bestow love on other people. Therefore, the love in benevolence
should not only for oneself, but should also be put in the place of others and given to
others. If one could extend love to people than himself/herself, this is called
benevolent love. Its meaning just extends from the basic aspect to the social aspect.
Therefore, regarding the saying about extending love to others and establishing
friendship with those people having the virtue of benevolence, these words are not
only the opinions written on paper, but also have to be acted in life substantially;
otherwise, we cannot see the real meaning of the so-called “love” and “friendship.”

Nevertheless, under the system of clan groups, the social meaning of
benevolence might not necessarily present the ethical meaning of clan groups.
Although Wang Chuan-Shan did not specifically indicate such ethical meaning in his
work Explanation on The Four Books, it could be seen everywhere in its reflection of
the political argumentation. The commonly seen examples are: “when wealth is
evenly distributed among people, there will be no poverty”; when the country is
peaceful, there will not be the feeling of inadequate population”; and “when the
society is stable, the country will not be capsized. If the society is completely “fair,”

“peaceful” and “stable,” all the common people will be living in harmony and
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happiness, and the country will be full of peaceful and prosperous atmosphere.
Thieves, robbers and rioters will not do evil things. Then, isn’t it available to achieve
Confucian politics rapidly? From this point, it is shown that Wang Chuan-Shan is
especially insightful towards politics. Also from here, we can know his profound idea
towards humane.

After all, for benevolence, it goes to the heart of reason from the hearts of people.
Not only general people should learn to be benevolent, benevolence should also be
passed on to the top level. The final ideals are that others and oneself can be combined

as one, and all the people in the world can get their love.

Keywords: Wang Chuan-Shan, Explanation on The Four Books, benevolent hear,
humane
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