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A Popular Full-length Novel Derived from Mazu Folktale

Shuya Yang™

Abstract

Mazu was and still is a famous deity in Chinese folk religion and folktales
about her have been popular among the common people. Scholars have studied the
folk belief in Mazu and various stories about the deity; however, popular full-length
novels derived from Mazu stories have yet to catch much scholarly attention.
Folktales of Mazu originated from the Sung dynasty and the genre of the full-length
novel was in vogue during the Ming dynasty. Chronologically, then, the evolution
of short tales about Mazu into full-length novels about the deity is indisputable.
This study attempts to probe the protagonist and plot in the Mazu folktales and
compare the changes under the pen of the authors of popular full-length novels on

deity.

Keywords: Mazu, Mazu stories, Popular tale
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