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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the type and distribution of sport
tourism resources, and analysis of the distribution characteristics of the various types
of sport tourism resources in Taiwan. The study examines sport tourism resources
used the “Survey on Sport Tourism Resources in the Taiwan Area” devised by the
author. A total of451 potential sport tourism resources in Taiwan made up the samples
for analysis. SPSS-14 and Arc GIS 9.2 software was used to collate and analyze the
data. The results were as follows: (1) Sport tourism resources could be divided into
four major types: cultural resources, artificial resources, geological resources, and
water resources. Geological resources were the most abundant (41.5%), followed by
water resources (25.3%), artificial resources (24.8%) and cultural resources (8.4%); (2)
Distribution of sport tourism resources by region: the Northern region had the greatest
density of sport tourism resources (33.3%), followed by the Southern region (24.6%),
Central region (17.7%), Outlying Islands (13.5%) and the Eastern region ( 10.9 %); (3)
Special features of the distribution of sport tourism resources in Taiwan: settlements
in the Southern region had more abundant cultural resources; artificial resources were
concentrated in Northern metropolitan areas, geological resources were spread evenly
due to Taiwan’s natural geographic features, water resources were located around
coastal areas and mountain streams. Overall conclusion: Taiwan was well endowed
with different types of sport tourism resources. Taiwan’s plentiful sport tourism
resources were a function of its wealth of geographic features, its natural features as
an island, national parks, local recreation areas, and sports facilities provided by the
government and private sector. If Taiwan can exploit these sports tourism resources
appropriately, and implement effective planning, development, and utilization of sport
tourism resources at the regional level, this will help to attract people to participate in
sport tourism activities, enhancing the growth and quality of the sport tourism
industry in Taiwan.
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