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A Primitive Study of “Execution on the Spot”
Song-You Lin"

Abstract

This paper explored the immediate content of “Execution on the spot”(EOTS).
That is, “lawfully executing someone on the spot.” Initially, EOTS did not necessary
mean “to execute someone with death penalty.” It evolved later as “beheading
someone on the spot” Next , EOTS (literally, “ratifying the law”) is the fundamental
law of a nation and is used for punishing criminals to sustain the discipline. Therefore,
EOTS did not equate with “death penalty” in later times. EOTS, meaning “to execute
death penalty” was generally believed to have appeared in dramas of the Yuan
Dynasty. However, the intent of “executing death penalty”was already extant in the
Han Dynasty. EOTS, which had become a system since the Taipin Period, was
originally an extraordinary system for the extraordinary time period but obstructed the
traditional judicial system of the Ching Dynasty. “Prescriptive killing,” originated
from EOTS, served as decentralized endorsement when the nation encountered
special circumstances to stabilize political security and eliminate social disorder from
happening.

Keywords: execution on the spot, death penalty
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