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A Study of Chien Mu's "Narratives on Modern Chinese

Literature"
Yang Chin-Fu*

Abstract

Literature reveals a writer’s thoughts and true emotions, which are both the
crystallization of the author’s wisdom as well as the expression of his insights. With
such thoughts and emotions, a writer is able to weave a story for his work and quote
theories skillfully. In “A General Introduction of Chinese Literature”, one article of
Chien Mu’s work Narratives on Modern Chinese Academy, Chien Mu made
sufficient comments on thoughts and true emotions of writers. Although his
comments seem to be too simple, we can still understand what he wanted to express
from the generality of his work.

This article sets forth my viewpoints based on Chien Mu’s theories on Chinese
literature with an aim to extend Chien Mu’s thoughts. It is self-evident that the
headings of each chapter such as “Literature is A Reflection of the Mind”,
“Literature Is An Expression of True Emotions”, “The Life of Literature Is the Life
of Culture”, etc. are used to explain the meaning of “thoughts cannot be evil”.
Finally, this paper tries to prove that the Confucian school covers the Taoism and the
Buddhism as the main stream of literature. All examples I give here are within the
scope of the Confucian’s attitude toward life. Although Chien Mu’s thoughts reveal
strong Confucian philosophy, we still can see his seriousness and insistence on
maintenance of traditional literature and culture. Readers of this article should be
able to have a deep understanding of Chien Mu’s intention.

Furthermore, I put forward new ideas by trying to “extend” the meaning of the
topic. The viewpoints I hold in this article are all deduced from the thoughts of
Chien Mu, and the examples I give are illustrations of Chien Mu’s arguments. Only
in this way and only through a thorough and meticulous study can we understand the
thoughts of Chien Mu.  As the proverb goes, “One can recognize the whole through
the observation of the part”.  This article is trying to start with Chien Mu’s theories
as a part to get to the whole through my research. If I have any accomplishment, it
should be attributed to the enlightenment and inspiration of Chien Mu’s brilliant

exposition.

Keywords: Chien Mu, Chinese literature, true emotion, life of literature

* Associate professor, Center for General Education, Meiho Institute of Technology
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