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Research on the Bag Gung Religion in Neipu Township-Take

Yiting Village as an Example

Ming-Kun Tsai *, Shu-Hui Wang **
Abstract

This study focuses on how the Bag Gung religion and its worshiping events
reflect the social changes in the Yiting Hakka Village, located at Neipu Township,
Pingtung County. The research methods used in this study are firstly to research and
find out relevant documents and archives. Secondly, visit each Bag Gung temple in
person and participate the worshipping events in Yiting Village. Lastly, interview
some local seniors and the mayor to justify the relevant data. This study aims at
clarifying the local Bag Gung religion, which is usually regarded as the fundamental
genealogy of the gods with a low position, as well as the features of its organization.
According to the result, the features of the Bag Gung religion in Yiting Village can be
classified into three parts: ( 1) The Bag Gung temple near the Shuang-fu Bridge which
is at the middle of Yiting Village and Xingna Village. Whenever which of the village
holds a worshipping event, the Bag Gung will be invited and worshipped by both
villagers. After the war, Yiting was separated from Xingna. This division is related to
the historical and geographical background. (2) Though Yiting is a small village, it
still holds the traditional events worshipping the Bag Gung twice a year. It is
especially unique that Yiting Village worships the ghosts at the same time, which is
not seen in other Hakka Villages in Neipu. In addition, Yiting Village will celebrate
Ghost Day Festival right after the ceremony of showing the gratitude to the God.
These evidences show that Yiting Village puts a great emphasis on worshipping the
ghosts, which might result from their admiring to Zhong-Yong Gong (a symbol of
those who died in the wars loyally and bravely). (3 ) Yiting Village integrates
Goddness Mazu, the Bag Gung and Zhong-Yong Gong together into a close folk
religious networking because the worship stand is set in the Mazu temple; the
members of the host worshipping organization are also the commissioners in the
Mazu temple and the Bag Gung and Zhong-Yong Gong as well. These evidences can
be viewed as an alternative for Yiting Village to pass down their local religion to their

offspring.

Keywords: Neipu Township, Yiting Village, Bag Gung religion

* Assistant Professor, General Education Center, Mei-Ho University.
** Assistant Professor, General Education Center, Mei-Ho University. (corresponding author)

83



ENRE F=1=6%F—0 RE103F

&4





