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The Discussion about Type-Index of Common Folktales in

“The Collection of Chinese Folktales”

Li-na Chen*

Abstract

Thirty volumes about "The Collection of Chinese Folktales" had been
completely published by the provinces and cities in 2008. The rich data of folktales
were collected by researchers and investigators studying different races all over the
country. Therefore, the data were universal and representative in regions and races.
As for cultural properties and academic research, this collection has great
significance. "Type-Index of Common Folktales" in the appendix of "The Collection
of Chinese Folktales" offered readers general ideas about folktale genres from
different provinces and cities. Knowing folktale genres well will help readers grasp
the main points of folktales more easily. Based on the three index books written by
Stith Thompson, Nai-Tung Ting, and Yung-Hua King respectively, some problems
had been found, such as incorrect type codes, a type with different genres, and
compound types. Therefore, some type codes of folktales were needed to be
discussed. This paper tries to identify the folktales without type codes, and revise
inappropriate codes, such as false codes and inappropriate categorization. Then, the

type-index of folktales will be applied more popularly and significantly in the future.
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