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A Study of the Thinking in Qian Mu’s Double Creek Soliloquies

Chin-Fu Yang*

Abstract

Soliloquies are different from Quotations. The latter is a collection of a person’s
sayings in phrases and sentences, and cannot form any essay or article, whereas the
former is a collection of a person’s thoughts at different stages of life, and can exist as
complete essays or articles. Although Qian Mu’s Double Creek Soliloquies consist of
different essays, they can still become independent articles because the essays in
Soliloquies were still articles in complete form. Between them, there is a connection
and no absurdity at all since the ending of the previous soliloquy connects with the
beginning of the next one. Soliloquies contain discussions and arguments for
Confucian Daoism, Confucian Buddhism, feudal code of ethics, and appreciation of
literary works. Through detailed analysis of them, Soliloquies had more in-depth ideas
and concepts on Confucian Daoism. In fact Qian Mu thought that the core of Chinese
culture is still Confucianism. No matter the knowledge of moral virtue or the
knowledge out of what is heard or seen, the ultimate function is to make a full-grown
person well behaved. Therefore, in Soliloguies there are quite a lot of articles about
the knowledge that man should learn, such as teachings of the five Confucian virtues,
behaviors of benevolent people, and proper etiquette and conduct of a person in
society. Contents of such kind repeatedly appear in Solilogquies. They were all
established from the value of man. Both the closer concept of bright virtues and the
remoter concept of loving of people are developed in this way and viewed from the
value of man. Even the love and marriage in Chinese fictions and traditional operas
are also presented in this way. After reading the work Soliloquies, readers not only can
appreciate the sayings of Qian Mu, but also can have a deeper understanding and

perception of Confucianism.

Keywords: Qian Mu, Double Creek Soliloquies, argumentation for Confucianism,

extension of courtesy
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