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A Study of Hengchun County’s Free Private Schools in the
Late Qing Dynasty (1875—1895)
Shu-hui Wang*, Ming-kun Tsai**

Abstract

In the late Qing Dynasty, the free private schools in Hengchun County were set
because of the policy of “Opening Up the Mountains and Pacifying the Aborigines.”
As a major issue for promoting the affair of pacifying the aboriginals at that time, the
free private schools were designed for teaching the aboriginal children and facilitating
the sensitization to influence the aboriginal community. Therefore, it would be easier
for the government to manage and maintain the public security in Taiwan. The sixteen
free private schools were established in the first year of Guangxu (1875) distributed in
the Xianglin area, but the number was fluctuated afterwards. Although the
implementations of several county magistrates of Hengchun County continued, there
were lots of reasons that the aboriginal children played hooky, such as the teachers’
perfunctory manners, illegal charges, blackmails, and under table gifts. Furthermore,
the teachers only taught and tested students monthly so that students neglected their
studies. The other shortcomings were due to unsuitable teaching subjects and methods
and the requirement of attending centralized classes in the county. In spite of the huge
investments, the free private schools didn’t show the substantial effects. It was also
one of the reasons that the authority of the late Qing Dynasty failed to practice affairs
of pacifying the aboriginals.

Keywords : Hengchun County, free private schools, Opening Up the Mountains and
Pacifying the Aborigines
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