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The Progression/ Evolution of Phonology: the comparison of
“Wen-Xin-Diao-Long” and “The Occasional Notes with

Leisure Motions”
Ko, Binyau *

Abstract

Liu Xie described the origin of the phonetic and emphasized the importance of
phonologic harmony in his “Wen-Xin-Diao-Long”. He wrote in a precise and elegant
style. In the contrary, Li Yu patiently instructed the phonological logic with words,
which were easy to catch up, stressed the practical uses and called for using beautiful
songs and cut-clear dialogues. Both Liu and Li fitted the common phonology at that
time. Liu stood the side for elegant phonology, whereas Li, who combined the theory
of both Tang and Shen’s, suggested that both phonology and dialogues should be
emphasized. At the perspective of discourse analyses, Liu focused solely on verse,
which was similar to that of Yongming Style poetry; however, Li expanded his
emphasis onto dialogues, which went far beyond the battle between Tang and Shen
that was solely on the songs. However, both Liu and Li held the same perspective of
regional phonology, which they both thought the phonology should be pure and
consistent. This point-of-view showed great contradictory to contemporary aspect,
which supported the great diversity of the phonology, indicating that their views were
more conserved and they hoped that all the works should follow same phonology.
Even though Liu and Li were people in different era, they both put great emphases on
phonology. Plenty of their works are elegant and deep, which are still worth studying
nowadays. Their works still have great impact on contemporary poetry and worth
people in these fields to further investigate.

Keywords: Liu Xie, Li Yu, Phonology, Yongming Style poetry, battle between Tang
and Shen
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