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Visiting the Mysterious Garden of Young Children
Education -- Waldorf Kindergarten
Lee-Feng Huang
National Pingtung University of Education

The anthroposophy - a base of Waldorf education - is difficult to understand and further
just a few people visited the teaching process at Waldorf schools. There are two reasons
why the Waldorf education is looked upon as mysterious. Thanks to two weeks probation
in a German Waldorf Kindergarten the author could observe the teaching process on the
spot. According to observation record, probation diary and informal interview to the both
teachers collected the author the data and tried to analyze the relationship between theory
and practice of Waldorf kindergarten. There are six points to emphasize:

1.Teachers are expected to construct an environment where children can learn with sense.
2.Teachers should be an exemplary person and encourage children to imitate acts and
conduct of teachers.

3.Let children become aleader of their activities, in order to foster their will power.
4.Teachers provide children simple thingsto inspire their creativity.

5.Teachers should recognize temperaments of every child in order to educate them
individually.

6.Teachers provide children repeated activities so that children will obtain a balance
between body and mind.

While the transformation of the Waldorf education ideas into the practice be described, it
will be also tried to introspect the situation of young children education in Taiwan. Finally
will be offered useful ideas of Waldorf young children education to the kindergarten

teachersin Taiwan as reference.

Key words: preschool education, waldorf education, anthroposophy
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