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A Biographical Study of Two Preschool Teachers’ Career
Development

Chung-TzuCtnng]

Abstract
Through into the life stories and biographies of two teachers, this study discussed the
meanings and values of career development of preschool teachers. This biographical study could
provide marginal teachers with some opportunities to voice their life and teaching experiences. From
preschool teachers, two heterogeneous teachers, one from a public preschool and the other from a
private one, were selected. Through their narration of personal stories about career development, this
study explored how gender and socio-cultural factors shape these preschool teachers’ personal and
professional development and affect their teaching processes. Unlike previous studies, the present
study was based on the views of teacher’s self development process. It drew attention to the
long-standing environmental and structural problems in preschool education and the necessity of
gender and socio-cultural views and discussion about these views. It revealed that both public and
private preschool teachers would counter internal and external environmental constraints to their
career development. The issues and meanings of “heterogeneity” in professional development of
preschool teachers could help academic communities have more comprehensive understanding of

teacher’s self expectation of professional development.

Keywords: preschool teacher, biography, career development, professional development
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