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The Plights and Prospects of the Career Development for the
Color Painters of Temples in Liuk-tui—Nei-pu as an Example
Meng-Chu Chang*

Abstract

In a traditional society, “a temple” means not only a center of religious
belief, but also an important location for community gathering, value
transmission, civilization and education. The temple’s painter would be the
best “make-up artist” whose painting works approach to civilian’s life the
nearest. Other than craftsmanship of the color painting, the culture mythos
revealed by the painting content is another aspect worthy of attention.
Therefore, no matter how high the aesthetic value of temple painting is, no
matter the painters are called as professional painters or limners, the temple
paintings reflect more than a high or low aesthetic value. They reflect the real
culture phenomenon on common civilian’s daily life.

Through the years, the researches in on color painting art are mainly
drawn to famous Min painters, instead of Hakka ones who’ve been ignored for
years. This is because it’s commonly considered that color painting is only
widespread in Min-nan area. Painters in Hakka area or Hakka painters are out
of consideration as a result. In fact, no matter how fine the painting works of
each temple are, all should be treated equally in terms of culture phenomenon.
Moreover, Hakka painters’ fine works could not only be seen in every corner
in Hakka villages and towns but also in lots of temples in Min-nan area. Their
level is just the same as Min painters’.

The education organization I’'m employed by is located in Neipu, the core
of Liu-Tui, where I observed several temples and found many different
painting styles from that of the temples in Min area. It is found in field
research that in addition to the social factors that have resulted in the change
of color painting. Hakka painters’ careers are threatened as they have been
replaced by Min painters. Besides, many characteristic temples have lost their
original refinement and delicacy after repainted. To investigate into the factors
which lead to such results, the discussion over the painters were carried out.
This research “The Plights and Prospects of the Career Development for the
Hakka Color Painters of Temples in Neipu, Pingtung” intends to take a closer
look at the present working situation of the color painters and the difficulties
they face. At the end of the study, suggestions over the future development of
the color painters and its paintings are also brought up as reference for the
development of local color paintings as well as color painters.
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