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A Study of Veterans’Settlement Experiences in both

sides of the Strait

Shan-Ming Wu Cheng *, Chih-Ching Lin **

Abstract

The purpose of the research is to explore the veterans’ feeling in living Taiwan,
back to settle in hometown, the status of long stay in mainland China, and the reasons
they gave up staying there for long term living but went back to Taiwan. The research
results would be references for relevant authorities that they take measures to take
care of the veterans’ livelihood. The research is the in-depth interview of the
qualitative method, the research scope is limited only to those senior veterans in
long-term care at certain nursing home of Veterans Affairs Commission, Executive
Yuan who have given up long-time living in mainland China but went back to settle in
Kaohsiung area. The samples have nine interviewers. The research results found that
though the unmarried and lonely veterans have taken the army as their homes since
they retreated to Taiwan and missed their hometown, they all deeply disposed to
Taiwan, the senior veterans went back to their hometown only for the reason as
“falling leaves return to roots”, “happily reunion with family”, but the connection of
family feeling was based on money, when back to hometown, the livelihood of those
senior veterans were mostly out of question, part of them get married and built houses,
or even supported their relatives and inferiors with money, the main reasons they gave
up living there were the cold weather, inadequate medical care , family and finance
broken and so on. The suggestions have three dimensions, the first is that we have to
constructure the mental health network for veterans. The second is that we should
promote the business of veterans’ long stay in mainland China. the third is that we

should develop the practice of the long term care institutions for veterans .

Keywords: senior veteran, both sides of the strait, settlement experience
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