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The Effect of Space-themed Teaching Activities on Young
Children’s Cognition and Learning of Space Concept
Wen-Tung Hung”

Abstract

This study aimed to explore the effect of space-themed teaching activities (STA)
on young children’s cognition and learning of space concept. We analyzed the concept
of space in teaching materials and then developed STA, Space Concept Test, and
Semi-structured Interview Outline for young children. Subjects (n=26) were selected
from a kindergarten in Pingtung county, in which the experimental teaching was given
in STA. We took the pre-test and post-test, observed and recorded the children’s
performance in the process of teaching. We interviewed them individually to confirm
their cognitive performance. By data analysis, we explored the children’s cognition
and learning of space concept. The study found that STA do improve young children’s
learning of space concept. Based on the findings of this study, we proposed that the
kindergarten teachers could use STA as a reference when thinking about their

thematic teaching activities design.

Key words: cognition and learning, space concept, thematic teaching, young children.
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